MEMORANDUM‘

Ta: Senator Durbin

From:

Date; November 7, 2001

Re; eeting with Civi) Rights Leaders Yesterday to Discuss Judges

Procedural gronnd ryjes, These inclyde: (1) enly ane hearing per month; (2) no mere than three
Judges per hearing; (3) giving Committes Democrats ang the public more advance potice of

Commiites. Theyalso identifieq Miguel Estrada (D.C. ¢ us, beeause he

AMtached js a table that 1 compiled, evaluzting the 19 Court of Appcals nominees and 3 few of the
controversial disprict cowt nominees, Based oy jn W from the proy » I would place the appel]ate

haminees in the calrgories below. Asterigks indicate that ¢ Senafor Ky Placed a hiold op the
nomipec, o - '\1
[€50]]

Bad gy
Clifton (9th Cir.)e Shedd (dth i) Boyle (4th Cir.)»
Melloy (8th Cjr.) " Roberts (D.C Cir,) 1" Owen (sth Cir))
O'Brien (10th Cir) .. L Smith (8th Cfr,y) - Sutton (8th Cir. )+
Howard (1t Cir.) " Pickering (5t Cix) Coak (Sth Cir. )
B. Smith (3rd Cir.) Tymkovich (10th Cir) McConpef (10th Cir,)
. Gibbons (5t Cir,) 1" Estrada (D.C Cir.)
Steele (11th Cir,) v Kuhl (5t} iy, )
i
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his comminment 1o core constitutional values, and he hag to prove that he
has the ability to be fair and impartial. By design, we know vetry littie
about Mr. Estrada, but the burden is on him to Prove to us that ke is fit

for a life-time appointment. He simply hasn't dege that.

He has serious teruperament problems. He's been eriticized by his direct

and he has refosed to answer the most basic questions about his views,
Over and over again, the Justice Department refusas to Provide us with
the documents from Estrada's time in EOVEInment practice, That’s
simply unaceeptable.

Organizations, gg_qluding dozens of Hispanic lahgr leaders across the
country, MALDEF, the Puerto Rican Legal Defenge Fund, and the ‘

Congressional Hispanic Caueys, i

Th:sr: ETOUps are laking their nessage and their coneerng about Estrads
to mainstrearn and to Spam‘sh-language press.  The Republican claim
thaf we are a_nh—Hi;pazﬁc Won't stick. We haye too much support, and
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* The D.C. Circuit s far too important to appeint someone about whom we
have so many questions. Key labor, civil rights, environmenta), and
admiristrative law cases are decided there, and we know it is a “feeder”
¢ircuit for the Supreme Court. The White House is almost telling us thar
they plan-to nominate him to the Supreme Court. We cap't repeat the
mistake we made with Clarence Thomas, ————
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